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Abstract 

BACKGROUND: At its sixth meeting (Moscow, November 2014), the Conference of the Parties (COP) 

adopted decision FCTC/COP6(13) that called for an impact assessment to 'examine the impact of the 

WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) on the implementation of tobacco control 

measures and on the effectiveness of its implementation' after its first 10 years. An independent expert 

group (EG) was established to conduct the impact assessment, and report their findings at COP7 (Delhi, 

November 2016). This article describes the methodology used by the EG to conduct the first 

comprehensive multi-method assessment of the possible causal impact of the FCTC on global tobacco 

control over the past decade. 

 

METHODS: The EG developed and followed a four-stage process model to conduct the impact 

assessment: (1) desk review of literature on FCTC impact; (2) collection and analysis of interview data 

from 12 country missions; (3) data synthesis and interpretation; and (4) preparation of a final report. 

 

CONCLUSIONS: The EG developed and engaged in a transparent and systematic process to conduct 

the FCTC impact assessment. The methods employed were rigorous, and explicitly guided by concerns 

about the difficulty of ascribing cause-and-effect relations. The EG's report and supporting documents 

represent important sources of the positive impact of the Convention over its first decade. As 

development of the FCTC increasingly shifts to mechanisms for accelerating global implementation, the 

EG's process model can be used as a methodology to assist Parties in carrying out their own 

assessments of the impact of the Treaty. 
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